[Prognosis and differential diagnosis of Purtscher's retinopathy].
Purtscher's retinopathy is accompanied by a distinct loss of vision as a result of severe trauma to the chest or skull. Reports on visual prognosis in the literature are not uniform. The data of 10 patients with Purtscher's retinopathy from the department of Ophthalmology in Freiburg, published data from 55 patients with Purtscher's retinopathy and 20 patients with traumatic retinal hemorrhages taken from the literature were evaluated. The average visual acuity of the 10 patients from Freiburg was 0.3 within a short period after the accident and the final average visual acuity was 0.46. The average visual acuity of the 55 patients with Purtscher's retinopathy was 0.21 within a short period after the accident with an average final visual acuity of 0.61. The average visual acuity of the 20 patients with traumatic retinal hemorrhages from the literature was 0.45 within a short period after the accident with an average final visual acuity of 0.74. Therefore the initial and the final visual acuity were better in patients with traumatic retinal hemorrhages compared to patients with Purtscher's retinopathy. In spite of severe initial retinal findings, the visual prognosis is usually not disappointing. Prognosis of visual acuity was better in patients with traumatic retinal hemorrhages compared to patients with Purtscher's retinopathy.